10                                                                             SREE  GOPALAKRISHNAVYA

being misunderstood, I cannot but claim a different standard
for the valuation of my work and achievement. If it cannot
dazzle the expectant eyes of my people, it has at least given me
the satisfaction of knowing more life and its possibilities than
I know: and this is, after all, the more enduring, the more
vitally essential, part of one's achievement."

His coming into contact with Dr. Ananda K. Coomara-
swamy, while he was in England, was an event of first-rate
importance in Gopalakrishna's life. It was at an annual meeting
of the Edinburgh Indian Association, in December 1914, that
they first met. At the end of the function, Gopalakrishna, as
the Organising Secretary, had to say Thanks to the guests which
he seems to have done in a neat speech, which attracted the
great artist. They met subsequently by appointment and gradually
there arose a steady correspondence between the two; and
finally the great Doctor drew young * Gopala * to his hermitage
at Britford, near Salisbury. Gopalakrishna stayed with Dr.
Coomaraswamy in all for four months and some days; and this
is how he himself described and estimated the value of this stay:

" I  sought to  place  myself under  Dr.   Ananda   Coomara-
swamy,   in   whom  the idealism of  the   East   and   the   intense
practicalism  of the  West are harmoniously  blended.    After  all,
Acharyavan Purusho   Vedah> they say:   it  is  only   through a Guru
that one  can  obtain the true variety of culture...   I offered to
be a Siskya to Dr. A. Coomaraswamy, which  he was delighted
to  accept... And  I  came here to  Salisbury  and  am staying   in
his house,    The  house is  three  miles   from  Salisbury  town.    It
is  a  country-seat.    How beautiful this is ! He is a saintly man
and his wife  (Ratnadevi)  and family   (a  little boy three years
old, his  name  is Narada,  and  a  baby girl,   name is  Rohini)
are so kindly to me.    Their house is truly the abode of peace
and happiness.    He  has  a  huge  library  and works incessantly.
He takes our relation   (of Guru and  Sishya}  too   seriously  and
seems to think of hammering all knowledge into my poor brains.
I like everything  here so well,  so  quiet,  so  beautiful  and   so
heavenly.   There is a small garden around our house.   The climate
is very warm.   There are no  houses around within two  miles